SAMPLE LETTER TO LEGISLATORS

The Honorable _________

New York State Assembly

Albany, NY 12248
The Honorable_______________

New York State Senate

Albany, NY 12247
Dear_________:

As a constituent and a public employee I am writing to ask you to oppose the governor’s executive budget language that seeks to extract almost a half a billion dollars in pay and benefit cuts from state employees and cuts general fund spending in agencies by 10%.

There is no doubt that these cuts will lead to serious hardship for many New Yorkers who receive state services as well as to those who provide them.  

My agency has been cut year after year through this economic downturn and I am continually being asked to do more with less.  I am writing to tell you this has reached a breaking point. It is just a matter of time before there is a catastrophic failure of critical state services.  
I work in ________________ and I see everyday how __________ is affected and how much of the work my agency does is delayed or left undone. 

Services will break down and will significantly increase health and safety risks to the public. Already more state bridges are deficient and pose an increased risk of collapse. Inspections and enforcement activities for: air emissions, hazardous waste sites, hazardous material spills, hospitals, and nursing homes have already been reduced. In many cases compliance with regulations are now dependent on businesses self reporting violations.

The governor claims that the pain in this budget is shared but asks the state’s poor and middle class to bear the brunt of the pain while the state’s wealthiest receive tax cuts and businesses receive tax credits. 

As you negotiate a final state budget I ask that you adopt a budget that is fair to all and offer balanced solutions not just spending cuts to state operations and vital services. 






Sincerely,

