I

New York State
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

FEDERATION arL-ciO

1168-70 Troy-Sch tady Road (518) 785-1900
-70 Troy-Schenectady Roa
P.O. Box 12);14 Y (800) 342-4306

Albany, NY 12212-2414 Fax (518) 785-1814

OFFiceRs:

Kenneth Brynien
President

Arlea Gabe Igoe
Secretary-Treasurer

Patncia Baker
Tom Comanzo
Joe Fox

Vice Presidents

ReGiona. CooRDINATORS!

Kewin Hintz
Region 1

Bonnie Wood
Region 2

John Prince
Region 3

Donald Kehoskie
Region 4

Mary Twitchell
Region 5

Kevin Conley
Region 6

Tom Donahue
Aegion 7
William Wurster
Region 8

Neila Cardus
Region 9

Vernetta Chesimard
Region 10

Jemma Marie-Hanson
Region 11

Dons Dodson
Region 12

TRUSTEES:

Gail Mable
Adam Sumiin
Olubiyi Sehindemi

August 25, 2009

New York Times
Letters to the Editor
620 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10018

Dear Editor,

It is outrageous to state that the Justice Department investigation of Office of
Children and Family Services (OCFS) facilities “fully vindicates” Commissioner Carrién (“New
York’s Disgrace”, August 25, 2009). Instead, it rightly holds her agency accountable for the
deficiencies found in these facilities under her watch.

Since her appointment 20 months ago, Commissioner Carrién has blamed the
problems in OCFS on her predecessors. Violence has gotten worse under her administration,
including rampant youth on youth violence and youth on staff violence not addressed in the
report.

While the Commissicner has made her reform efforts a public crusade, she hasn't
done enough to change the underlying problems in these facilities, including widespread
understaffing in critical care areas. She must now be held responsible for implementing the
actions mandated by Justice Department, including increased training for staff and an
overhaul of the mental health care across the system.
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