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September 2, 2009

Daily News

Letters to the Editor
4500 West 33" Street
New York, NY 10001

Dear Editor,

Bill Hammond’s diatribe blaming the State’s public employees unions for the condition of
New York’s juvenile justice system (September 1) smacks of unfounded, opportunistic union
bashing. The teachers, counselors and mental health professionals represented by the Public
Employee’s Federation have devoted their entire careers to improving the future of youth in
their care. PEF has long advocated for reforms that will benefit youth. We accepted the
invitation to be on the governor’s juvenile justice task force because we are committed to
reform. We defend the programs that work, such as the small residential programs that the
Commissioner has been closing.

Hammond is flat out wrong about union obstructionism. Let’s not forget that the workers
and the unions are not setting the policies or agendas of OCFS. If anything, our attempts to
influence policy have been rebuffed. PEF and other state unions have long been loud
advacates for a safe, therapeutic environment for troubled youth. Had our voice been heard
perhaps the Justice Department’s investigation would not have been necessary.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Brynien,
President

Affiliated with the American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO and Service Employees International Urian



